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The Lakota City Council held its regular meeting on July 6th, 2026, at the City Hall. Incoming Mayor 

Richard Riely called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. All Council Members were present; Members: 

Ferguson, Vasichek, Matejcek, Haugland, Schuh and Varnson. City Auditor Amie Vasichek and City 

Attorney Jayme Tenneson were in attendance. Randy Karas, Dean Helstrom, Dan Kassian, Keith Olson, 

Kurt Schwind and John Hooey were in the audience. 

 

The incoming council took their oath of office. 

  

The council stood and conducted the pledge of allegiance.  

Member Matejcek made a motion to approve the minutes of June 1st, 2026 regular meeting and the June 

17th, 2026 Special Meeting, seconded by Member Ferguson. All voting in favor. Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mayor Riely recognized Dan Kassian. Mr. Kassian stated he has recently purchased property to build a 

shed, however currently there is no water and sewer line connections on the property.  Mr. Kassian stated 

that the estimated cost is roughly $20K and is offering to split the cost with the city.  Auditor Vasichek 

stated the city ordinances require the city to provide a curb stop for water; and the property owner is 

responsible to connect to the water curb stop and the sewer main. 

Mayor Riely stated the ordinance is standard and the city will take care of what is needed. 

Member Matejcek made a motion to approve the city’s expense for a curb stop and following the utility 

ordinances for Dan Kassian’s building project, seconded by Member Haugland.  On a roll call vote, all 

members voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Riely recognized John Hooey. 

Mr. Hooey stated with the electrical improvements completed near his property, his underground 

electrical dog fence was damaged and is looking for compensation.  Auditor Vasichek reviewed an e-mail 

received from Supt. Ulland indicating the fence was in the city’s alley and did not have a building permit 

to install.  The council tabled discussion until the fence location could be reviewed. 

ORGANIZATION MEETING 

Mayor Riely drew everyone’s attention to the election results. 

Mayor Riely provided his committee appointments for review and approval. 

Personnel – Cole Varnson 

Finance – Rich Riely 

Health – David Matecjek 

Public Places – Dan Ferguson 
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Law Enforcement – Jesse Schuh 

Construction & Utilities – Jim Vasichek 

Streets – Cole Haugland & Jesse Schuh 

Library – Cole Haugland 

Planning & Zoning – Rich Riely 

Lodging – David Matcjek 

Golf Course Board – Cole Varnson 

City Forester – Amie Vasichek 

City Auditor – Amie Vasichek 

City Superintendent – Josh Ulland 

City Attorney – Jayme Tenneson 

Missouri River Basin – Josh Ulland 

Alternate Missouri River Basin – Jesse Schuh 

Special Assessment – Rob Ouradnik & Trent Matejcek 

Community Center – Jim Vasichek & Cole Haugland 

Member Ferguson made a motion to approve the Mayor Appointments as presented, seconded by 

Member Matejcek.  On a roll call vote all members voting in favor. Motion carried 

Member Vasichek made a motion to nominate Dan Ferguson as President of the council, seconded by 

Member Varnson.  On a roll call vote, all members voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

Member Matejcek made a motion to nominate Cole Haugland as Vice President of the council, seconded 

by Member Vasichek.  On a roll call vote, all members voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

Member Vasichek made a motion to have Rich Riely, Amie Vasichek and Dan Ferguson as signors for all 

State Bank of Lakota accounts, seconded by Member Schuh.  On a roll call vote, all members voting in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

City staff indicated the valley gutter project has started near the city park and will complete 

approximately 7 this year. 
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Engineer Helstrom and Sheriff Schwind spoke on the request to reduce the speed on hwy 2 along Lakota 

and the study should be completed in the next month or so. 

Auditor Vasichek provided a summary of the golf cart/maintenance shed and the estimated cost of 

$60,000 with volunteer labor or $85,000 if Timbers Lumber constructs it.  Discussion on who would 

volunteer and where the money would come from. 

Member Vasichek made a motion to approve the estimated cost of $85,000 to construct a golf 

cart/maintenance shed on city owned property, seconded by Member Matejcek.  On a roll call vote, all 

members voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

Attorney Tenneson provided the council with a proposed cart shed rental/lease agreement for review. 

Member Vasichek made a motion to approve the proposed cart shed rental/lease agreement for all 

members housing a golf cart at the Rock Creek Golf Course, seconded by Member Matejcke.  All voting 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

Fire Monitoring System was tabled. 

Member Ferguson stated he has received a verbal complaint regarding a camper and boat continuously 

parked on the city streets.  Sheriff Schwind stated a 48 hour tow tag could be implemented.  Attorney 

Tenneson suggested putting signage for no parking within certain time frames of the day, requiring the 

vehicles to be moved.  Member Vasichek stated the city should look into putting up signage and if the 

person who submitted the complaint is not satisfied, then could submit a written complaint to be 

addressed at the next meeting. 

Randy Karas left the meeting at 6:42pm. 

Auditor Vasichek stated the Park Board is looking into replacing the current pool house as it is the 

original and the block walls appear to be past their life expectancy. Auditor Vasichek stated the LWCF 

will be opening grant applications in April 2027 with possible awards the following year.  This provides 

time to fundraise and plan. 

Dan Kassian left the meeting at 6:54pm 

John Hoeey left the meeting at 6:56pm. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Auditor Vasichek stated Troy Bullis contacted the city hall regarding his business dumpster being used by 

residents after a city-wide rummage sale.  Mayor Riely suggested having a lock placed on the dumpster.  

Attorney Tenneson stated the sheriff should be called when this happens as criminal charges could be 

pursued. 

Library By-Laws was tabled until the original document can be found. 
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Auditor Vasichek provided the council with a memo from MRES summarizing their S-1 Agreement 

changes.  Attorney Tenneson stated he has reviewed the document and stated he has no issues with the 

changes. 

Member Schuh introduced the Resolution entitled Resolution to approve Missouri Basin Municipal 

Power Agency Power Sale Agreement (S-1) and moved it’s adoption.  Member Ferguson seconded the 

motion to adopt. 

The members of the council discussed the motion and the amendments to the power supply agreement 

identified in the Resolution. The Resolution came to a vote, the roll was then called, and the votes were 

all in favor of the adoption of the Resolution.  None opposed. 

Mayor Riely declared the following Resolution duly adopted on the 6th day of July 2026. 

 

Auditor Vasichek stated there have been requests to have a credit card machine in the office.  Auditor 

Vasichek stated there is an online credit card option strictly used for utility payments, but not other 

charges, Auditor Vasichek provided the council with a credit card option from square. 

Member Matejcek made a motion to approve the purchase of a credit card machine for the city hall and 

passing the processing fees onto the customer, seconded by Member Varnson. On a roll call vote, all 

members voting in favor. Motion carried. 

Auditor Vasichek provided the council with the BCBS policy renewal with the health insurance premium 

going up 5.3%, dental and vision seeing minimal increase. 

Member Matejcek made a motion to approve the BCBS health insurance renewal, seconded by Member 

Vasichek.  On a roll call vote, all members voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Supt. Ulland’s provided the council with a verbal report. 

Supt. Ulland was not in attendance for questions.   

ENGINEER REPORT 

Engineer Helstrom stated the sewer & water lines scan report should be available in the next month or so. 

SHERIFF’S REPORT 

The monthly and annual sheriff’s report was provided to the council for review. 

The council requested sheriff Schwind to attend meetings quarterly or more frequently if needed. 

Sheriff Schwind left the meeting at 7:02pm. 
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COUNCIL REPORTS 

Member Haugland questioned the ordinance on how long fireworks can be set off each night.  Attorney 

Tenneson stated the ordinance allows for 1am.  The council requested to add it to next month’s agenda. 

Member Ferguson stated water needs to be pumped again by the landfill as some roads are under water.  

This will be cost shared with the township again. 

Member Matejcek questioned the status on the Lakota clinic.  Auditor Vasichek stated Kenzie Engen is 

compiling estimates and should be handled this month so the project can get moving. 

MAYOR REPORT 

Mayor Riely questioned the need or the reason of the 4 way stop signs at the intersection of C Ave West 

and 5th Street West.  Mayor Riely instructed the street committee to review the intersection and come with 

a recommendation at next month’s meeting. 

AUDITOR REPORT 

Auditor Vasichek’ s written report was provided and attached with minutes. 

Auditor Vasichek stated the Spark Twin Home is set to break ground this week. 

Auditor Vasichek stated she will be working on the 2027 budget and have it presented at next month’s 

meeting. 

Auditor Vasichek provided the council with the NDLC annual conference in Grand Forks September 16-

18, and also invited the council to the regional NDLC meeting Lakota is hosting on July 16th at the 

community center. 

The council reviewed the financial and utility report with no action taken. 

 

ATTORNEY REPORT 

Attorney Tenneson stated he will begin working on the Sandager quiet title this month. 

 

After reviewing the bills and vouchers, a motion was made by Member Vasichek to pay all the bills 

presented for payment and those bills paid prior to the meeting. Member Schuh seconded the motion. 

Motion carried, on roll call vote of 6-0. 

Advanced Business Methods   $          261.64 

Angry Beaver Tree Service   $     15,600.00 

Auto Valve     $           239.76 
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BCBS      $      11,494.58 

Bolton & Menk     $        6,196.00 

Border States     $       2,674.54 

Calderwood Landscaping   $           749.00 

CHS      $           781.80 

Computer Express    $           859.91 

Dacotah Paper     $             26.32 

Dakota Implement      $           208.02 

Dept of Environmental    $         1,111.61 

EFTPS      $         4,708.30 

EFTPS      $         3,803.28 

EFTPS       $            325.70 

Elan      $         2,458.00 

Farmers Union Oil    $       12,890.76 

FEDEX      $             81.50 

Ferguson Enterprises    $         1,037.26   

Ferguson Waterworks    $         3,131.24 

Franzen, Tracey     $              64.44 

GF Utility Billing    $            285.00 

Go-Fer Sanitation    $           750.00 

GF Welding     $               55.46 

 Hanson, Miranda    $               25.00 

Hawkins     $          5,908.55 

Hilliard, Kelsey      $               25.00 

Haugen, Alexandria    $             151.00 

Job Service     $             487.84 
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Johnson, Cody     $              75.00 

Lakes Area Turf    $         5,432.00 

Lakota American    $            135.72 

Lakota City Library    $            780.41 

Lakota Feed     $               40.50 

Lakota Hardware    $          3,227.80 

Lakota Municipal Utilities   $            549.32 

Lakota Municipal Utilities   $            675.00 

Lakota Municipal Utilities   $            892.22 

Lakota Municipal Utilities   $        10,344.35 

Lakota Sanitation    $        11,851.54 

Langdon Fire     $ 1,037.00 

Leach, Rick     $              709.00 

Linde Gas      $             167.92 

Locators & Supplies    $            172.29 

MAC’s       $              25.25 

Martinez, Pablo     $            100.00 

Mead & Hunt     $        22,215.00 

Menards     $             824.90 

 MARC      $          4,883.77 

 Midwest Pump     $          2,531.27 

MRES      $        43,872.84 

MRES      $             352.00 

MMUA      $            641.25 

NDLC      $          1,042.00 

NDPERS     $          3,694.89 
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NC Recorder     $               30.00 

 NC Sheriff     $           3,415.00 

 Nelson Electrical    $           1,503.10 

 Neonlink     $               51.20 

 Nodak      $           5,910.10 

 ND One Call     $                40.50 

 ND Telephone     $               49.56 

 North-Holt     $        34,910.79 

 Office of State Tax    $                55.75 

 Pipe Detectives     $        49,999.48 

 Polar      $          1,593.44 

 Powerplan     $          4,859.20 

 Quill      $              66.01 

 Renewed State     $          1,400.00 

Runnings     $            199.98 

Rysavy Plumbing    $         1,387.51 

Service Tire     $            362.15 

Skip’s Petroleum    $         5,411.12 

TEAM      $         4,305.00 

Tri-County Water    $         3,750.00 

Tronson Grain     $              42.50 

Van Diest      $         2,316.50 

 Verizon      $            126.54 

 Vestis      $            156.43 

 Vigen, Craig     $         2,267.71 

 City Salaries     $       21,609.33 
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 City Salaries        $         2,037.50 

 City Salaries       $        20,780.60 

City Salaries     $          1,963.68 

TOTAL     $    363,265.43 

 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 3rd, 2026, at 6:00pm.   

Member Matejcek made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Member Vasichek. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:16pm 

 APPROVED BY:    SUBMITTED BY: 

  

 

Richard Riely, Mayor    Amie Vasichek, Auditor 

 


